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SUPPLEMENTAL AMENDMENT AND RESPONSE TO OFFICE ACTION 
U.S. Serial No. 09/705,971 
Filed: November 3, 2000 

Amendments in the Claims 

Claim listing pursuant to 37 C.F.R. § 1.121(c). This listing of claims replaces all prior 
versions and listings of claims in the application. 

1. (Currently Amended) A device for processing slaughtered animals or parts thereof, 
having a first and a second station, comprising: 

a. a transfer conveyor which extends between the first station and the second station 
and which comprises at least one substantially stationary slot with a width, a course, a supply end 
and a discharge end, which at least one slot comprises a first opening at the supply end of the at 
least one slot and a second opening at the discharge end of the at least one slot, wherein the at 
least one slot is designed to carry and support slaughtered animals or parts thereof, the transfer 
conveyor further comprising at least one driving member which passes through a path which is 
substantially -parallel to the course of the at least one slot and is designed to move the slaughtered 
animals or parts thereof which are situated in the at least one slot alonft the at least one slot from 
the first station towards the second station, wherein the at least one driving member spans at least 
half the width of the at least one slot: 

b. supply means for optionally supplying at the first station slaughtered animals or 
parts thereof from a first conveyor to the at least one slot of the transfer conveyor, wherein the 
supply means are adapted to control which slaughtered animals or parts thereof from the group 
of slaughtered animals or parts on the first conveyor are supplied to the transfer conveyor, and 
which slaughtered animals or parts thereof from the group of slaughtered animals or parts on the 
first conveyor are not supplied to the transfer conveyor; and 

c. discharge means for discharging the slaughtered animals or parts thereof from the 
at least one slot of the transfer conveyor at the second stationraed 

i at loast ono driving member which pascoo through a path which i s substantially 

paiollol to the courso of tho at loact on e slot and i s d e sign e d to movo th e s e l e ct e d slaughte red 

2 

ATLUBOl 20009S&4 

PAGE 6/21 ' RCVD AT KHUMM 11:23:37 AM {Eastern Daylight Trnie] 1 SVR:USPTO-EFXRf -1/0 ! DNlS:8729305 * CSiD:404 815 6555 1 DURATION (mm^s):06=O2 



06/30/2005 11:25 FAI 404 815 6555 



KS 



@007 



SUPPLEMENTAL AMENDMENT AND RESPONSE TO Of FrCE ACTION 
US- Serial No. 09/705,971 
Filed; November 3, 2000 

animalo or - parts ther e of which ar e situated in the at least on e slot along th e at least ono olot from 
th e first ctation towards the s e cond station, wherein the at - loast ono driving m e mber spans at least 
half th e width of th e at loaot ono olot . x 

2. (Original) The device of claim 1, wherein the at least one driving member can adopt 
a first position and a second position, in which the slaughtered animals or parts thereof can and 
cannot, respectively, be moved from the first station towards the second station. 

3. (Original) The device of claim 1, wherein the at least one driving member can rotate 
about an axis which is substantially perpendicular to the path covered by the at least one driving 
member. 

4. (Original) The device of claim 1, wherein the at least one driving member comprises 
at least one arm which is designed to transmit the movement of the at least one driving member 
to tiie slaughtered animals or parts thereof. 

5. (Original) The device of claim 2, comprising force means which exert a force on the 
at least one driving member, which force opposes the movement of the at least one driving 
member from the first position towards the second position. 

6. (Original) The device of claim 5, wherein the force means comprise spring means. 

7. (Original) The device of claim 5, wherein the force means comprise a controllable 
piston-cylinder device. 

8. (Currently Amended) The device of claim 7, wherein the piston/cylindor pifltfYn-r.ylinder 
device can make the at least one driving member adopt any desired position between the first 
position and the second position. 
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SUPPLEMENTAL AMENDMENT AND RESPONSE TO OFFICE ACTION 
U.S. Serial No. 09/705,971 
Filed: November 3, 2000 

9. (Previously Presented) The device of claim 1, wherein the discharge means are 
designed to selectively discharge the slaughtered animals or parts thereof from the at least one 
slot. 

10. (Original) The device of claim 9, wherein the supply means comprise a switching 
mechanism which can be moved into a first switched position and a second switched position, in 
which the slaughtered animals or parts thereof are and are not, respectively, supplied to the at 
least one slot. 

11. (Original) The device of claim 9, wherein the supply means and/or the discharge 
means are controlled by supply-control means and discharge-control means on the basis of data 
relating to the slaughtered animals or parts thereof to be transferred, 

12. (Original) The device of claim 1, wherein the supply means and/or the discharge 
means comprise at least one disc which is driven in rotation and is designed to supply or remove 
the slaughtered animals or parts thereof one by one to or from the at least one slot, and which is 
provided on its circumference with at least one holding slot which opens out on the outer 
circumference of the at least one rptatably driven disc and is designed to carry and support at 
least one slaughtered animal or part of a slaughtered animal 

13. (Original) The device of claim 12, wherein the at least one rotatably driven disc has 
at least two holding slots. 

14. (Original) The device of claim 12, wherein the at least one rotatably driven disc of 
the discharge means transfers the slaughtered animals or parts thereof into a stationary waiting 
slot 
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SUPPLEMENTAL AMENDMENT AND RESPONSE TO OFFICE ACTION 
U.S. Serial No. 09/705.971 
Filed: November 3, 2000 

15. (Original) The device of claim 1, wherein the at least one slot extends substantially in 
a horizontal plane. 

16. (Previously Presented) The device of claim 1 wherein the at least one slot has a 
substantially curved course. 

17. (Original) The device of daim 1, wherein the at least one slot has a substantially 
straight course. 

18. (Currently Amended) The device of claim 1, wherein an unloading device is provided 
inside the at least one slot. 

19. (Original) The device of claim 18, wherein the unloading device is designed to 
locally widen the at least one slot. 

20. (Currently Amended) The device of claim 19, wherein the unloading device comprises a 
support member which defines a section of the at least slot and can move substantially 
transversely with respect to the course of the at least one slot, for locally increasing the width of 
the atlea§L2Se slot. 

21 . (Original) The device of claim 1 8, wherein unloading-control means are provided for 
controlling the unloading device. 

22. (Currently Amended) The device of claim 21, wherein a weighing device is incorporated 
in the at least one slot for w e ighting wpj'pfoinp the slaughtered animals or parts thereof. 
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SUPPLEMENTAL AMENDMENT AND RESPONSE TO OFFICE ACTION 
U.S. Serial No. 09/705,971 
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23. (Original) The device of claims 22, wherein the unloading-control means record the 
weight of the slaughtered animals or parts thereof which has been detected by the weighing 
device and control the unloading device on the basis of this data. 

24. (Original) The device of claim 1 , wherein a processing device is provided along the 
course of the at least one slot, for processing the slaughtered animals or parts thereof 

25. (Original) The device of claim 24, wherein the processing device comprises at least 
one fiictional surface which is arranged along the at least one slot and is designed to act on part 
of the slaughtered animals or parts thereof. 

26. (Original) The device of claim 25, wherein the frictional surface forms part of a 
driven conveyor belt. 

27. (Original) The device of claim 26, wherein the processing device comprises two 
driven conveyor belts which are arranged on either side of the at least one slot, for clamping a 
part of the slaughtered animals or parts thereof between them. 

28. (Original) The device of claim 26, wherein the processing device comprises at least 
two driven conveyor belts which are arranged one behind the other along the at least one slot. 

29. (Original) The device of claim 27, wherein the direction of movement of a first 
conveyor belt differs from that of a second conveyor belt. 

30. (Original) The device of claim 27, wherein the speed of movement of a first 
conveyor belt differs from that of a second conveyor belt. 

31. (Currently Amended) A device for processing slaughtered animals or parts thereof, 
having a first and a second station, comprising: 
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SUPPLEMENTAL AMENDMENT AND RESPONSE TO OFFICE ACTION 
U.S. Serial No. 09/705,971 
Filed: Novembers, 2000 

a. a conv e yor which oxtonda boftvecn - tfae first station and the s e cond station and 
which comprisos at least one substantially stationary slot which extends between the first station 
and the second station and comprises wife a width, a course, a supply end, [[and]] a discharge 
end, which at l e ast on e slot compri ses a first opening at the supply end of the at least one slot and 
a second opening at the discharge end of the at least one slot, wherein the at least one slot is 
designed to carry and support the slaughtered animals or parts thereof; 

b. supply means for supplying at the first station the slaughtered animals or parts in 
the at least one slot of th e oonv e yor , 

c. at least one driving member which passes through a path which is substantially 
parallel to the course of the at least one slot and is desisned to move the slaughtered animals or 
parts thereof which are supplied in the at least one slot along the at least one slot from the first 
station towards the second station, wherein the at least one driving member spans at least half the 
width of the at least one slot: and 

d discharge means for discharging the slaughtered animals or parts thereof from the 
at least one slot in tho convoyor , wherein the discharge means are controlled by discharge- 
control means to discharge the slaughtered animals or parts thereof from the at least one slot at a 
controllable rate which is independent from the rate with which the slaughtered animals or parts 
thereof are moved along the at least one slot oonvovod bv thevtransf e r conveyor; and 

& at least on e driving mombor whioh poaaca through a path which is substantially 

parall e l to th e courso of tho at loaat one slot and is d e sign e d to mov e th e slaughtered animalo or 
parts ther e of whioh ore oitnnted in th e at least on e slot along tho at loaot ono olot from the first 
s tation towards th e s e cond station, wher e in - th e afrteart ono driving member spang at least half th e 
width of the at least ono slot . 
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SUPPLEMENTAL AMENDMENT AND RESPONSE TO OFFICE ACTION 
U.S. Serial No. 09/705,971 
Filed: November 3, 2000 

32. (Previously Presented) The device of claim 31, wherein the at least one driving member 
can adopt a first position and a second position, in which the slaughtered animals or parts thereof 
can and cannot, respectively, be moved from the first station towards the second station. 

33- (Previously Presented) The device of claim 31, wherein the at least one driving 
member can rotate about an axis which is substantially perpendicular to the path covered by the 
at least one driving member. 

34. (Previously Presented) The device of claim 31, wherein the at least one driving 
member comprises at least one arm which is designed to transmit the movement of the at least 
one driving member to the slaughtered animals or parts thereof. 

35. (Previously Presented) The device of claim 32, comprising force means which 
exert a force on the at least one driving member, which force opposes the movement of the at 
least one driving member from the first position towards the second position. 

36. (Previously Presented) The device of claim 35, wherein the force means 
comprise spring means. 

37. (Previously Presented) The device of claim 35, wherein the force means comprise 
a controllable piston-cylinder device. 

38. (Currently amended) The device of claim 37, wherein the piston/cylinder piston-cvlinder 
device can make the at least one driving member adopt any desired position between the first 
position and the second position. 

39. (Previously Presented) The device of claim 31, wherein the supply means 
comprise a switching mechanism which can be moved into a first switched position and a second 
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SUPPLEMENTAL AMENDMENT AND RESPONSE TO OFFICE ACTION 
U.S. Serial No. 09/705,971 
Filed; November 3, 2000 

switched position, in which the slaughtered animals or parts thereof are and are not, respectively, 
supplied to the at least one slot. 

40. (Previously Presented) The device of claim 31, wherein the supply means and/or 
the discharge means are controlled by supply-control means and discharge-control means on the 
basis of data relating to the slaughtered animals or parts thereof to be transferred, 

41. (Previously Presented) The device of claim 31, wherein the supply means and/or 
the discharge means comprise at least one disc which is driven in rotation and is designed to 
supply or remove the slaughtered animals or parts thereof one by one to or from the at least one 
slot, and which is provided on its circumference with at least one holding slot which opens out 
on the outer circumference of the at least one rotatably driven disc and is designed to cany and 
support at least one slaughtered animal or part of a slaughtered animal, 

42. (Previously Presented) The device of claim 41, wherein the at least one rotatably 
driven disc has at least two holding slots. 

43. (Previously Presented) The device of claim 41, wherein the at least one rotatably 
driven disc of the discharge means transfers the slaughtered animals or parts thereof into a 
stationary waiting slot 

44. (Previously Presented) The device of claim 31, wherein the at least one slot 
extends substantially in a horizontal plane. 

45. (Previously Presented) The device of claim 31, wherein the at least one slot has a 
substantially curved course. 
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SUPPLEMENTAL AMENDMENT AND RESPONSE TO OFFICE ACTION 
U-5. Serial No. 09/705,971 
Filed: November 3, 2000 

46. (Previously Presented) The device of claim 31, wherein the at least one slot has a 
substantially straight course. 

47. (Currently Amended) The device of claim 31, wherein an unloading device is 
provided inside along the at least one slot. 

48. (Previously Presented) The device of claim 47, wherein the unloading device is 
designed to locally widen the at least one slot. 

49. (Currently amended) The device of claim 48, wherein the unloading device comprises a 
support member which defines a section of the at least one slot and can move substantially 
transversely with respect to the course of the at least one slot, for locally increasing the width of 
the at least one slot. 

50. (Previously Presented) The device of claim 47, wherein unloading-control means 
are provided for controlling the unloading device. 

5L (Previously Presented) The device of claim 50, wherein a weighing device is 
incorporated in the at least one slot for weighting the slaughtered animals or parts thereof. 

52. (Previously Presented) The device of claims 51, wherein the unloading-control 
means record the weight of the slaughtered animals or parts thereof which has been detected by 
the weighing device and control the unloading device on the basis of this data, 

53. (Previously Presented) The device of claim 31, wherein a processing device is 
provided along the course of the at least one slot, for processing the slaughtered animals or parts 
thereof 
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54. (Previously Presented) The device of claim 53, wherein the processing device 
comprises at least one frictional surface which is arranged along the at least one slot and is 
designed to act on part of the slaughtered animals or parts thereof. 

55. (Previously Presented) The device of claim 54, wherein the fiictional surface 
forms part of a driven conveyor belt 

56. (Previously Presented) The device of claim 55, wherein the processing device 
comprises two driven conveyor belts which are arranged on either side of the at least one slot, for 
clamping a part of the slaughtered animals or parts thereof between them. 

57. (Previously Presented) The device of claim 55, wherein the processing device 
comprises at least two driven conveyor belts which are arranged one behind the other along the 
at least one slot. 

58. (Previously Presented) The device of claim 56, wherein the direction of 
movement of a first conveyor belt differs from that of a second conveyor belt. 

59. (Currently Amended) A device for processing a slaughtered animal or-part thereof , the 
device having a first and a second station[[,] J and further comprising: 

a. a conv e yor whioh - extends betw ee n th e first - otation and the second station and 
which compris e s at least one substantially stationary slot which extends between the first station 
and the second station and comprises wife a width, a course, a supply end, [[aad]] a discharge 
end, which at knot one slot compris e s a first opening at the supply end of the at least one slot and 
a second opening at the discharge end of the at least one slot, wherein the at least one slot is 
designed to carry and support the slaughtered animal orpartthoroof ; 
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SUPPLEMENTAL AMENDMENT AND RESPONSE TO OFFICE ACTION 
U.S. Serial No. 09/705,971 
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b. supply means for supplying at the first station the slaughtered animal or part 
ther e of is to the at least one slot of th e conv e yor ; 

c. at least one driving member which passes through a path which is substantially 
parallel to the course of the at least one slot and is designed to move the slaughtered animal 
which is supplied to the at least one slot alone the at least one slot from the first station towards 
the second station, wherein the at least one driving member spans at least half the width of the at 
least one slot: and 

<L discharge means for discharging the slaughtered animals or parto thereof from the 
at least one slot in th e conv e yog , wherein the discharge means are located at th e s e cond opening 
of th e s lot - a fe between the first station and the second station, and wherein the discharge means 
are controllable, allowing the discharge means to controllably adopt a first position wherein the 
slaughtered animal or part thereof is conveyed [[in]] along the at least one slot toward the second 
station opening , and allowing the discharge means to controllably adopt a second position 
wherein the slaughtered animal or part ther e of is removed from the at least one sloty-asd 

d= at least one driving memb e r which paoaes through a path whioh ia aubstontially 

parallel to th e cours e of th e at least on e slot and is d e signod to mov e th e slaught e r e d animal op 
part thereof which is s ituat e d in tho at least on e slot along tho at least one slot from th e-jas* 
station towards the oocond station, whoroin tho at least one driving m e mber s pano at least half th e 
width of the at least one olot . 

60. (New) A device for processing a slaughtered animal part, the device having a first and a 
second station and further comprising: 

a. at least one substantially stationary slot which extends between the first station 
and the second station and comprises a width, a course, a supply end, a discharge end, a first 
opening at the supply end of the at least one slot and a second opening at the discharge end of the 
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at least one slot, wherein the at least one slot is designed to carry and support the slaughtered 
animal part; 

b. supply means for supplying at the first station the slaughtered animal part to the at 
least one slot; 

c. at least one driving member which passes through a path which is substantially 
parallel to the course of the at least one slot and is designed to move the slaughtered animal part 
which is supplied to the at least one slot along the at least one slot from the first station towards 
the second station, wherein the at least one driving member spans at least half the width of the at 
least one slot; and 

& discharge means for discharging the slaughtered animal part from the at least one 
slot, wherein the discharge means are located between the first station and the second station, 
and wherein the discharge means are controllable, allowing the discharge means to controllably 
adopt a first position wherein the slaughtered animal part is conveyed along the at least one slot 
toward the second station, and allowing the discharge means to controllably adopt a second 
position wherein the slaughtered animal part is removed from the at least one slot. 
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